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  The final countdown

Last chance to see
You only have a couple more weeks to
catch Wildlife Photographer of the Year
at the Canterbury Museum Pop-Up.

 
Feathered legacy

Enjoy a brush with prehistoric giants
Experience a close encounter with dinosaur skeletons, including a 9-metre-long
relative of the mighty Tyrannosaurus rex, at the Canterbury Museum Pop-Up.
 
Dinosaurs: Surviving Extinction, which opens on 13 February and runs until 14
June, stars life-size replica skeletons of a Tarbosaurus, a carnivorous Asian rival of
T-Rex that could grow up to 12-metres-long, the fearsome Utahraptor, which was
armed with deadly crescent-shaped claws, and a dinosaur that flaunted colourful
quills like a porcupine.

The exhibition explores how dinosaurs are related to modern birds, sharing many
of their characteristics, including laying eggs, raising their young in a brood and
even growing feathers.

Enjoy a brush with prehistoric giants and an eye-popping insight into the feathered
legacy of dinosaurs.
 
Image: Utahraptor, Andy Frazer. Exhibition toured by Gondwana Studios
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Head along before it closes on 1
February.
 
Image: Oriol Chias Diez, Wildlife
Photographer of the Year. Toured by
Natural History Museum, London
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Upcoming fun

Get Curious in the summer
Touch, explore and experience the weird and wonderful with Get Curious! at the
Canterbury Museum Pop-Up.
 
Meet live insects, explore quirky taonga (treasures) and test your detective skills
with our mysterious object challenge! This programme runs from Friday 23 January
to Wednesday 4 February 2026. Drop-in between 10.00 am and 4.00 pm daily.
Free entry. Fun for all ages.
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An artist on the ice

A life in art ended at the South Pole
Three years after being diagnosed with tuberculosis, Dr Edward Adrian Wilson
marched into the icy unknown in the world’s most extreme environment.

Wilson was a doctor, scientist and artist with both of Captain Robert Falcon Scott’s
Antarctic expeditions. He is a significant figure in the history of Antarctic exploration
and Antarctic art. The Museum’s Antarctic collection includes original and rare
reproductions of Wilson’s artworks that chart his life story.

Wilson made his last drawings at the South Pole. On 17 January 1912, Scott,
Wilson, Henry Bowers, Edgar Evans and Lawrence Oates, reached 90° south
hoping to be the first in history to do so, only to find Norwegian explorer Roald
Amundsen had arrived 5 weeks earlier. Wilson diligently recorded the landmarks
left by the Norwegians, including their makeshift South Pole marker.

Poignantly, the work signals the final chapter of Edward Wilson’s art and life.
 
Image: An Iceberg off Cape Evans. Sept. 1. 11. 4.30 pm. Lithograph. Canterbury
Museum 1974.193.1
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Extreme bird watching

The perils of monitoring albatross
How do you count albatross on a remote rock in the middle of the Pacific Ocean?

Mark Fraser has free climbed 60 metre cliff faces, nearly drowned and had a near
miss aboard a helicopter in his quest to monitor albatross populations on the
exposed rock stacks off Rēkohu/Chatham Islands.

He also had to avoid bird vomit, swim in shark-infested waters and brave slippery
ridgelines. Mark, a trained seabird ornithologist, is Collections Technician Natural
History at Canterbury Museum. In this special talk, he recounts his adventures
counting rare seabirds in some of the most exposed and remote places on earth.

Mark has counted albatross populations on the Forty-Fours/Motuhara islet and The
Pyramid/Tarakoikoia, which are both near the Chathams about 800 km east of
Aotearoa New Zealand. The Forty-Fours is only 750 metres long and covers just
11 hectares, while The Pyramid is much smaller at 200 metres wide and about 200
metres high.
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Sign of progress

Redevelopment forges into 2026
It’s been a busy year at the Canterbury Museum redevelopment site. The photo at
the top of this page, taken just before Christmas, shows the progress. The most
obvious sign is the bright yellow tower crane on the skyline.
 
The Robert McDougall Gallery, in the photo above, is now supported by massive
steel beams resting on 300 micropiles drilled 15 metres into the ground. Remote-
controlled diggers will soon start excavating the Gallery basement so that a new
basement and foundation can be built underneath. Leighs, the contractors, have
also excavated much of the remaining basement and completed three concrete
pours for the outer basement floor.
 
Work on the new basement and building structure, which will be constructed inside
the outer basement currently under construction, is set to begin in early 2026. It will
progressively expand across the site, with completion of the new building expected
in early 2028. The new Museum is scheduled to open in 2029.
 
You can watch redevelopment progress on our live webcam.
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More photos

Sign up here

Subscribe to our stories

Be the first ....
...  to read about our redevelopment
journey and treasures from the 
collection by signing up for Museum
Stories delivered straight to your inbox.

 
The king of fishers

Amazing Animals photo competition
Vanessa Kennard's phenomenal action shot of a kōtare (kingfisher) with a crab in
its mouth won the top prize in this year's Amazing Animals photo competition. The
winning photograph in the 18 years and over category depicts the crucial moment
the kōtare is about to bite down on its meal.
 
This stunning photo was one of over 150 entries from photographers of all ages
throughout Waitaha Canterbury.
 
See all the winners on the Museum website.
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