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A toque macaque baby being carried by its mother in Sri Lanka. 'A Tranquil Moment'
by Hikkaduwa Liyanage Prasantha Vinod is one of 100 photos featured in the 'Wildlife
Photographer of the Year' exhibition on now at the 'Canterbury Museum Pop-Up'.
Image: Natural History Museum, London
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Watch a video about a major milestone in Canterbury Museum's redevelopment.

From the Tumuaki Matua | Director 
Kia ora koutou
 
Construction of the new base-isolated storage basement and five-level building for
the redeveloped Canterbury Museum is now officially underway. 
 
In the early hours of 9 October, a procession of concrete trucks began to stream
onto the Museum redevelopment site. Over 7 hours, the trucks delivered tonnes of
concrete for the first major pour of the redevelopment. You can watch the video
here to learn more about this major milestone, including how many
truckloads of concrete it took to complete the pour.
 
This was the first of nine big concrete pours that will run for the rest of this year and
into 2026. The redevelopment site is a hive of activity, with preparations already
underway for the second pour. In the photograph below, the area between the
concrete truck and the orange digger is being levelled so that the steel
reinforcement can be installed for the second concrete pour.
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The construction site being prepared for the second concrete pour. The grey structure
on the right is the first 8 metres of the tower crane, which is coming soon.

The first pour also includes a base for a tower crane that will be installed later this
year. This will be another exciting milestone for the redevelopment and a towering
symbol of progress on the Christchurch skyline.
 
On the left of the above image, you can see one of the eight large steel beams
installed as part of the support structure for the Robert McDougall Gallery while it is
being strengthened and restored. These side props will prevent the building from
moving sideways once the ground beneath has been excavated and the Gallery is
temporarily supported by more than 300 steel micropiles. The capping beam of the
outer basement wall is supporting the other three sides of the Gallery.
 
It's exciting to see construction progress, but even more exciting are the amazing
exhibitions and displays that Museum staff are developing for the new Museum.
 
Nearly half of the exhibition spaces are now progressing through various stages of
design and three are ready to move into production. It’s a joy to see the new
Museum experiences taking shape, and we’re looking forward to sharing them with
you when we reopen in mid-2029.
 
Ngā mihi nui
Anthony Wright



See more

  Photography competion

 
Bear necessities

A grizzly does a spot of night fishing
Have you ever seen grizzly bear night fishing in a sub-zero Canadian river?
 
Come and see this incredible image along with a fresh batch of 100 spectacular
animal photos in Wildlife Photographer of the Year at the pop-up Museum.
 
Photographer Geoffrey Reynaud captured this image by setting up camera traps
overnight in the Yukon. After sleeping in his car for the night, he awoke to find one
of his traps had taken this incredible photograph.
 
The exhibition, on loan from the Natural History Museum in London, gives visitors
the chance to see a hawk hunting a butterfly, the nocturnal glow of a Chilean
volcano and the intimate world of tiny insects.
 
Wildlife Photographer of the Year 2024 is on at the Canterbury Museum Pop-up
until 1 February.
 
Image: Late Night Fishing by Geoffrey Reynaud. Wildlife Photographer of the Year.
Natural History Museum, London
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Enter the competition

Amazing Animals
Dive into our competition and see if
your image fits the bill. Enter your best
wildlife photographs in our Amazing
Animals photo competition and be in to
win a fantastic prize.
 
The best pictures taken this year will
also be displayed at the Canterbury
Museum Pop-Up. The competition is
open to all Canterbury photographers
and closes on 7 December.

 

 
Ceramic gems

Canterbury Potters Association show
Buy a beautiful piece of pottery to take home.
 
New ceramic works by members of the Canterbury Potters Association (CPA) will
be on display and for sale at Canterbury Museum Pop-Up from 12 November. The
52nd CPA exhibition features new works by 53 Kiwi artists, including guest
exhibitors Ian Dalzell and Sue Pidgeon. The exhibition features a total of 135
ceramic artworks by local potters, all for sale.
 
Ian Dalzell and Sue Pidgeon have run Kotuku Pottery at Lake Brunner on the West
Coast for many decades. The pair have six works for sale in the exhibition.
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Read more

 

Guess who's coming back?

Santa Search
It's nearly that time of year again. The
Great Museum Santa Search returns to
the Museum pop-up on 6 December.
 
Can you find all the Santas hiding in
the Museum? Discover them all and
you could win a prize.
 
The Great Museum Santa Search has
been an annual tradition for more than
a decade.

 

Sign up here

Subscribe to our stories

Be the first ....
...  to read about our redevelopment
journey and treasures from the 
collection by signing up for Museum
Stories delivered straight to your inbox.

 
The Canterbury Potters Association 52nd Annual Exhibition runs from 12 to 24
November in the Ōpapa Gallery. Entry free; donations appreciated.
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Canterbury Museum Pop-Up
66 Gloucester Street
Christchurch 8013
New Zealand

Canterbury Museum
Private Bag 4744
Christchurch 8154
New Zealand

Website
www.canterburymuseum.com

Email
info@canterburymuseum.com

Phone
+64 3 366 5000
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Unless otherwise stated, all content on this website is licensed under a Creative
Commons Attribution Non Commercial licence.

 

https://platomail.platodesign.co.nz/t/r-i-tktyeuy-l-s/
mailto:info@canterburymuseum.com
https://platomail.platodesign.co.nz/t/r-i-tktyeuy-l-g/
https://canterburymuseum.updatemyprofile.com/r-l-2AD73FFF-l-r
https://platomail.platodesign.co.nz/t/r-u-tktyeuy-l-y/

